
Parkwood Primary School Geography Vocabulary Progression 
 

FS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Locational knowledge 

Earth 

Country 
World 

 

United 

Kingdom 
Northern 

Ireland 
Wales 
Scotland 

England 
Capital city 

London 
Cardiff 
Edinburgh 

Belfast 
English 

Channel 
North Sea 
Irish Sea 

 

Revisit from 

FS: 
Earth 

Country 
 
Continent 

Africa 
Antarctica 

Asia 
Australia 
Europe 

North America 
South America 

Atlantic Ocean 
Pacific Ocean 
Indian Ocean  

Arctic Ocean 
Southern 

Ocean 
North Pole 
South Pole 

Equator  
Brazil 

Revisit from 

year 1: 
City 

 
County 
Kent 

Isle of Wight 
Cornwall 

Devon  
Essex 
East Sussex 

West Sussex  
Canterbury 

Liverpool 
Manchester 
Newcastle 

Portsmouth  
Swansea  

Aberdeen  
Region  
Topographical 

feature 
Terrain 

Sea level  
 
 

Revisit from 

FS: 
Earth 

Country 
 
France 

Germany  
Spain  

Portugal   
Russia 
Italy 

Greece  
Paris  

Berlin  
Madrid  
Rome  

Athens 
Lisbon  

Moscow 
River Medway 
Land use  

 

Revisit from FS: 

Country 
 

Revisit from Year 
1: 
London 

 
Revisit from Year 

2: 
Equator 
North America  

 
  

Latitude 
Longitude  
Northern 

Hemisphere 
Southern 

Hemisphere 
Prime Meridian/ 
Greenwich 

Meridian 
Time zones 

Cartographer  
River Thames 
USA 

Mexico 
Canada  

State 
Washington 
Ottawa  

Revisit from 

FS: 
Country 

 
Tropics 
Tropic of 

Cancer 
Tropic of 

Capricorn 
The Arctic 
Circle 

The Antarctic 
Circle  

Sahara Desert 
Arabian Desert 
Gobi Desert 

Kalahari Desert 
Antarctica 

Desert  
Ben Nevis  
Mount Vesuvius 

Mount Etna  
Mount St 

Helens 
Mount 
Kilimanjaro 
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Mexico City 

Human and physical geography 

 Human and physical features: things you can see all around you 

Human feature: things that have built and made by people 
Physical feature: things that would be here even if there were no people around 

 

Environment  

Ocean 
Land 
Sea 

Road  
Traffic 

Church 
Car park 
Woodland 

School  
Pavement 

Traffic lights 
Shop 
Houses 

Health Centre 
(doctor’s) 

Seaside 
Coast 
Pollution 

Reduce 
Reuse 

Recycle 
Weather 
Seasons 

Winter 
Autumn 

Summer 

Revisit from 

FS: 
Ocean 
Sea 

Coast 
Shop 

Town 
City 
Seasons 

Winter 
Autumn 

Summer  
Spring 
House  

 
Physical 

feature 
Beach 
Cliff 

Forest 
Hill 

Mountain 
 
Human 

feature 
Office  

 

Revisit from 

FS: 
Ocean 
 

Physical  
feature 

River 
Soil  
Valley 

Vegetation 
Rainforest 

Emergent 
Canopy 
Understory 

Forest floor 
 

Human 
feature 
Village 

Factory 
Farm  

Port 
Harbour 
 

Revisit from 

year 1: 
Mountain  
Beach 

 
Physical 

feature 
Coastline 
Fjord 

 
Human 

feature 
Hotel  
Restaurants  

Leisure 
facilities 

Markets 
High street 
Parking 

Museum 
 

Revisit from 

FS:  
Church 
Town 

 
Revisit from 2: 

River 
Village 
 

Physical 
feature  

Source 
Mouth 
Tributary 

Meander  
Estuary 

 
Human 
feature 

Castle  
Dockyard  

Fort 
Settlement 
Hamlet 

 
Agricultural  

Industry 

Physical feature  

Climate zone 
Polar zone 
Cold zone 

Temperate zone 
Dry/desert zone 

Tropical zone 
Natural resource 
Energy 

Food 
Minerals  

Water 
Interstate Route 
State Route 

US Route 
 

Distribution 
 
Human feature 

Economic activity 
Sectors 

Trade  
Export  
Import 

Supply and 
demand  

Upturn 

Physical 

feature 
Natural 
disaster 

Biome  
Vegetation belt 

Earthquake 
Seismic scale  
Fault line 

Shockwaves 
Epicentre 

Tectonic plate  
Crust  
Mantle 

Outer core 
Inner core 

Volcano  
Lava 
Vents 

Volcanic ash 
Conduits/pipe  

Magma 
chamber 
Molten rock  

Desert  
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Spring  Residential  

Recreational  
Urban 

Downturn 

 
 
 

 

Place knowledge 

Place  
Home 
World 

Town  
City 

Local area 
School  
Playground  

School grounds 
Location 

Same  
Different 
Compare 

Parkwood 
 

Rainham 
Similar  
Amazon  

Brazil 
Borba 

Whitstable 
Norway 
Svalbard 

   

Fieldwork 

Photograph  
Direction 
Near  

Far 
Forwards 

Backwards 
Up  
Down 

Next to 
Beside 

Behind  
Explore 
Observe 

Draw 

Revisit from 
FS: 
Near  

Far 
Forwards 

Backwards 
Next to 
Beside 

Atlas 
Map 

 
North 
East 

South 

Revisit from 
FS: 
Atlas 

 
Revisit from 

year 1: 
North 
East 

South 
West 

 
Route 

Revisit from 
FS: 
Map 

 
Digital mapping 

Sketch map  
Topographical 
map  

 

Revisit from 
FS: 
Map  

Atlas 
 

North East 
North West 
South East 

South West 
Ordnance 

Survey 
Symbol  
Key 

 

Revisit from FS: 
Map 
 

Grid reference 
 

Symbols: 
Interstate route 
US route 

State route 
Library 

Police station 
Museum 
Information 

centre 

Revisit from 
FS: 
Map 

Atlas 
 

Revisit from 
year 5: 
Grid reference 
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Label 

Journey 
Impact  
Map 

Atlas 

West 

Turn 
Left  
Right 

Opposite 
Floor plan 

Globe 

Symbols: 

Country park 
Phone 
Nature reserve 

Parking 
Visitor centre 

Recreation, 
leisure or 
sports centre 

School 

Garden/arboretum  

Golf course  

 


