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Dear Parents. 

What an exciting time it is in any childôs life, to start school and 

continue their journey into learning.  We know that Parkwood will give your child 

so many exciting opportunities and we encourage your child to come to our 

school as we feel itôs a really special place.   

Parkwood Primary School provides a broad and balanced set of learning oppor-

tunities to our fantastic pupils. We wish them to leave a lesson, a classroom, a 

year group, or the school, having built up skills, knowledge and experiences that 

give them greater understanding and confidence to contribute to the wider 

world.  

We implement this through the quality first teaching of a wide range of subjects, 

topics and opportunities. We want all our learners to be the key drivers of their 

own learning, building up resilience and independence. Our staff are also life 

long learners and partners on the childrenôs learning journey.  

At Parkwood we believe that an inspired child, who has been immersed in a 

subject is better able to learn and articulate their thoughts and feelings. We 

want our children to step into their learning and gain knowledge through the way 

they feel as well as developing their thoughts.  

Every child is an individual and our inclusion of all children in their learning 

means that lessons are personalised and built around the needs, talents and 

uniqueness of each pupil. This is so that all children achieve well, feel chal-

lenged to make the next steps and make good progress.  

The impact of the curriculum as well as extra curricular opportunities is that we 

will have young people who are always eager to learn, able to make the most of 

their potential and ready for exciting and successful futures. The future belongs 

to those who are inspired today. 
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Top Tips to Help Your Child  

1. Arrive as near to the start of school day as possible, so that if your child is 
anxious they do not have too much time to worry about going in.  

 

2. Help your child to become independent. Velcro shoes are great! They could 
practice getting dressed and putting on a coat.  

 

3. Name everything! We have lots of school jumpers, coats and many lunch-
boxes that are identical.  

 

4. Please let us know if you will not be collecting your child from school. It is 
our policy not to release a child to anyone if we do not know about it.  

 

5. Try to ensure that your child can cope with visits to the toilet. Please let us 
know if they are likely to encounter any problems and reassure your child that 

nobody will be cross if accidents do happen.  

 

6. Try to teach your child to use a knife and fork, even if they do have a 
packed lunch, it is a useful skill and helps them to feel grown up.  

 

7. It also helps if your child can recognise his/her own name.  

 

8. We also encourage good manners and praise courtesy so it may be worth-
while to remind them at home of this.  

 

9. It is also a good idea to encourage your child to share and be prepared to 
take turns.  

 

10. Finally, and most important of all talk to your child about starting school so 

that they look forward to coming!  

 



 

The Early Years Foundation Stage  

The current Foundation Stage Curriculum consists of the following areas of learn-

ing.  

PRIME AREAS  

1. Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

2. Communication and Language  

3. Physical Development  

 

These are crucial for developing children's curiosity and enthusiasm for learning.  

SPECIFIC AREAS  

4. Literacy  

5. Mathematics  

6. Understanding the world  

7. Expressive arts and design  

�Ÿ�� Become self-confident, develop a posi-

tive sense of self and set themselves 

simple goals. 

�Ÿ�� Make and build relationships . 

�Ÿ�� Manage personal needs, look after 

their bodies and understand what 

ñhealthy eatingò means.  

�Ÿ�� Become independent  

�Ÿ�� Manage feelings and behaviour - tell 

the difference between right and 

wrong.  

Working Together 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development   

Developing learning in this area enables your child to:  


